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 Manduessedum - Mancetter Village (Place of War Chariots)

Mancetter Parish Council

 
Serving the People of Mancetter and Ridge Lane
 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE PARISH OF MANCETTER
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of the Parish of Mancetter,
held on Tuesday 28th November 2023 at St Peter’s Church Mancetter,
commencing at 7pm.
Present:
Chairman 


Mr T Hopkins.
Parish Councillors
Mr H Blackburn, Mrs G Forknall, Mrs S Healy, Mr P Mann, Mr J Tither, Mrs N Wallis.
Borough Councillors
Mr K Barnett, Mrs D Clews from 7.15pm.
County Councillor
Mrs M Bell
Parish Clerk

            Mrs E Higgins.
Item 1 - Welcome and Apologies
Mr T Hopkins welcomed everyone to the meeting at 7pm.
Apologies had been received by PCSO Emily Jenkins, and a report has been submitted which is included as 
part of Item 5 of the minutes.

Item 2 – Recording of the meeting.

There was no recording of the meeting.
Item 3 – Notice of Interest.
Trevor, Glynis and John declared non-pecuniary interests as allotment holders in item 11e Allotment Rents; Nicky Wallis in Item 9a PAP/2023/0324 as an immediate neighbour, and Peter Mann in Item 12d relating to Nuneaton Signs due to a family connection.
Item 4 – Public Question Time.
There were no members of the public present.
Item 5– Update from Police, County and Borough Councillors.
Police
Good afternoon, 

Apologies, SNT are not available to attend the meeting tonight. I have attached a brief beat report. 

Incidents 01/11/23 - 27/11/23
ASB - 2  Concern - 13
Missing person – 1 Domestic - 2
Suspicious circumstances  - 6 Animal/Wildlife - 3
Hoax call – 2 Violence - 1 
Theft – 3 Theft of vehicle - 1
Criminal damage – 1 Other crime - 3
Highways disruption – 2  Road related collision  - 3
Good news
Abandonment notices served on horses left on private land.
High visibility patrols at Dobbie`s Garden Centre due to increase of theft.
ASB patrols in hot spot areas.
Warrant carried out for stolen items from a business theft.
Joint operation with North Warwickshire Council for an ASB nominal.
Thank you 

PCSO 6361 Emily Jenkins 

Borough Council 
Borough Councillor Keith Barnett will be unable to make the Barn Farm Fishery Hearing on 5th December due to work commitments. Trevor Hopkins and Harry Blackburn will be attending on behalf of the parish council, and Councillor Hopkins and the Clerk attended an online meeting on 16th November to go through the appeals process.
Keith noted that the Parish Council had submitted a response to the transport report from MIRA regarding the proposed layout changes to Woodford Lane and agreed that this has implications for both Mancetter and Witherley. The Parish Council had not been informed that additional reports had been added to the application, and thanks to a resident of Witherley Parish, we were able to submit concerns on behalf of our residents.
Councillor Denise Clews had obtained a planning update prior to the meeting.

The White Hart application is still pending subject to a traffic management report from the County Council.
Work to the access road from Quarry Lane to the canal side developments has taken place. The track has been tarmacadamed and the clearing of the drainage ditches has taken place.

The outstanding applications in Manor Road for an MOT Workshop and Car Sales are being looked into; as a different company to the one listed in the application has commenced trading on site.

Councillor Clews has requested additional dog fouling consultation leaflets without a QR code, so that there are ways to feedback to the council other than using technology.
Denise will also contact Becky Evans to ask her to speak to the parish council about potential improvements to Ridge Lane Recreation Ground using Section 106 money from the building of Tom Piper Close and possibly some SPF funding.
County Council

County Councillor Bell had distributed letters to residents of Harpers Lane in Mancetter. Margaret is seeking to consult on an initial proposal to consider closing the southerly end of the road near to the post office to vehicular traffic.
Only one resident had concerns about the proposal. Access for bin lorries and the electricity supply situated at the opposite end of the road will need to be reviewed, as this will affect plans to widen the splay to allow better visibility.
Item 6 – Minutes of the last meeting.
The draft minutes from the 26th September 2023 were proposed by Peter Mann seconded by Nicola Wallis and therefore formally signed by the chairman as a true record of proceedings. 
Item 7 – Matters arising from the previous minutes 
There were no matters arising discussed.
Item 8 – Feedback from Correspondence, Consultations and Meetings.

· The Parish Council response to the MIRA application had been discussed within the Borough Council feedback agenda item. There needs to be more emphasis placed upon the traffic implications of these proposals for our local residents.
· A report had been made within the police newsletter concerning overweight vehicles using Ridge Lane and Quarry Lane. Signage cleaning and repair has been raised as a job by Reece Berry from County Highways.

· Work is ongoing to try and organise a meeting with Tarmac Quarry and the clerk will forward contact details on to the Quarry Manager.
· A well-attended public meeting took place on 25th October co-ordinated by the Parish Council with Councillor Tither taking the lead. The views expressed by residents in relation to the road safety concerns were listened to and the planning process explained.

· The parish council website and Facebook page have been used, as well as word of mouth and the distribution of surveys, to promote residents in both villages to respond to the NWBC consultation on a Public Spaces Protection Order concerning dog fouling. 
· Councillors Healy, Hopkins and the Clerk attended between them, two briefing sessions on the changes to the Local Plan. Mike Dittman and Dorothy Barrett from the Planning Policy Team were very good, and it is clear that parish councils will need to review their Neighbourhood Plans in light of some of the topics.
· The consultation regarding Harpers Lane was discussed within the County Council feedback.
· Trevor Hopkins and Elane Higgins attended the WALC Conference and AGM which took place on 15th November in Stratford. There was a lot of useful information disseminated, including budget preparation and online training.

· Trevor Hopkins and Elane Higgins met online on 16th November with Borough Councillors and a Planning Officer to co-ordinate feedback ahead of the planning appeal hearing for Barn Fishery. * The appeal was subsequently changed to written representations.
· The Town and Parish Council Reference Group is attended by Sue Healy, where details of Warwickshire Sustainable Futures Strategy 2023 was discussed. Copies of documents were circulated for councillors perusal.
· Councillors Trevor Hopkins and Susan Healy attended a Levelling Up meeting on 22nd November to help with formulating an action/delivery plan for priorities and themes for Mancetter and Ridge Lane.
Item 9- Planning Matters and New Applications since the previous meeting.

a) Planning Matters
· Information has been collated by a local resident on the wealth of historical information concerning the White Hart Public House in Ridge Lane. This was forwarded to councillors prior to the meeting. It was proposed that Councillor Forknall would work alongside them to prepare documents ready for a Listing submission.
· The area to the rear of the former Plough Inn has once again been cleared. The council will report this to NWBC as there is no current planning proposals and the area is conservation land.
· The Parish Council have been made aware of a land encroachment issue to the rear of the Coppice. This will be reported to the Land Owner.
b) Update on Approved, Rejected and Pending Applications and Appeals.
· Notification of Appeal Hearing regarding an application for 7 Holiday Lodges at Delamere – Refusal Upheld.

· PAP/2023/0229 – Mancetter Wharf – Erection of Office Building including landscaping and parking – Granted.

· PAP/2023/0280 – Sovereign Motor Company – Proposed extension to existing vehicle workshop to be used as an MOT facility – Pending awaiting feedback from the Planning Control Team.

· PAP/2023/0283 – Sovereign Motor Company – Change of use for part of site to vehicle sales – Pending awaiting feedback from the Planning Control Team.

· PAP/2023/0324 – Outline Access application for construction of three dwellings to the rear of the White Hart Inn Ridge Lane. – Pending awaiting a traffic management assessment.

· PAP/2023/0334 – Change of use from Agricultural to Residential The Dutch Hay Barn Whitehall Farm Atherstone Road Hartshill – Pending following Highways objection and submission to the Planning and Development Board.
c) New Applications received.
PAP/2023/0460 and 0464 relating to listed building consent for work to windows at Railway Cottage in Quarry Lane was discussed, and providing there is no obvious detraction from the existing appearance, then the parish council has no objections.
Item 10  Items discussed within the closed session:
a) It was proposed by Mr H Blackburn, seconded by Mrs N Wallis and agreed unanimously, that the Clerk from April, subject to a performance review, will increase by one increment, and their hours will change to a maximum of 22 per week to incorporate work undertaken by the retired Finance Clerk. 

b) The report on the payroll implications of the public sector pay award and backpay was noted by full council. The retired clerk although eligible, opted not to receive the backpay, as having left in July the work involved to reopen her payroll would exceed the amount due. This was appreciated by councillors.
c) Additional information relating to the retired clerk was submitted as part of further work on the McCloud Pensions Ruling.

d) Councillors discussed a confidential report in relation to public liability insurance which was duly noted.

e) A request regarding the timescale of eligibility for in parish pre-select fees was considered. It was resolved that if purchased now, then out of parish fees would need to apply, but at time of death, the in parish fee in place at that date could be applied in recognition of service supplied.
Item 11 – Finance
a) Two councillors signed the financial paperwork since the last meeting in accordance with Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and the Bank Mandate. 
b) It was proposed by John Tither, seconded by Glynis Forknall and approved unanimously, to enter a partnership working arrangement with Mancetter Memorial Hall, to increase the office rent to £80.00 per month to incorporate use of a digital phone line as well as broadband access.
c) Budget proposals and expenditure figures had been distributed prior to the meeting and were discussed in full. The revised budget is to be agreed at the January meeting together with approving the precept request.
d) The level of reserves for ongoing projects was reviewed.  Forward planning for election costs, tree surveys, neighbourhood planning and air quality surveys will be considered in preparation for the new financial year. It was agreed that it would be prudent to increase the CCLA Bond to more accurately reflect annual operating costs. This will be discussed further at the January meeting.
e) It was proposed by Councillor Blackburn seconded by Councillor Mann and approved by those eligible to vote, to keep the allotment rents the same for the forthcoming financial year.
Item 12 – Cemetery and Maintenance around the parish
a) An update was given on the proposed programme for tree surveys. All trees will be allocated a number, photographed and recorded onto a document for ongoing review.
b) It was proposed by Councillor Healy, seconded by Councillor Blackburn and agreed unanimously to purchase the Scribe Cemetery Management system at a cost of £465.00 including a one-off set up fee. This will work alongside the existing accounts package, and ensure that we have a computerised record to demonstrate compliance with legislation and the keeping of accurate burial records. Invoices can be generated and a filtered login created to allow members of the public to check for family history. A login can be allocated to allow read only access to the records in the absence of the Clerk.
c) A request for the placement of a memorial bench in the cemetery was approved.
d) Artwork for the new noticeboards has been approved in collaboration with the Roman Mancetter Project. 
Item 13 – Date of Next Meeting: 
Tuesday 23rd January 2024 7pm at St Peter’s Church Mancetter
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm
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